Two modes of processing visual information: implications for assessing visual impairment.
The recognition of visual detail and the ability to orient spatially to visual stimuli are apparently subserved by distinct modes of processing, termed "focal" and "ambient," respectively. Current clinical techniques are well suited to evaluate aspects of focal vision, but do little to evaluate ambient visual functions. As a result, the impairment of ambient functions may be difficult to specify or may be overestimated. Implications for the development of assessment techniques for ambient functions are discussed.